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odious in it: but she confessed that indeed it would be
hardly possible to begin it any other wise. A very great
number of the articles, conditions, and different dispositions
are due to this queen, and sufficiently show, that in respect
of wisdom, penetration, and all the other perfections of the
mind, she was not inferior to any king the most truly deserving
of that title.*

These interviews and conversations existed only in the
imagination of Sully, or perhaps only in the imagination of
his ingenious editor.

It matters little whether The Great Design originated in
the brain of Henry IV, or of Queen Elizabeth, or of the Due
de Sully. Perefixe, who wrote a popular history of Henry IV
in 1661, gives a summary of the argument of The Great
Design^ and categorically attributes it to Henry IV. The
Abbe de St-Pierre, writing in 1713, treats the Design, not
as the vision of an imaginative memoir-writer, but as an
authentic historical document, and upon it he confessedly
based his own Project for Perpetual Peace (1713). Echoes of
The Great Design may be caught in Kant's famous Essay on
Perpetual Peace (1795), and Rousseau, in his essay on the
Abbe de St. Pierre, said characteristically that if The Great
Design was not *good enough for Europe it was because
Europe was not good enough for The Great Design9. More-
over, the scheme itself, if not in the technical sense 'authentic',
was not unhistorical. At the lowest it reflected the policy of
Henry IV, who unquestionably contemplated a grand alliance,
headed by France, against the Austro-Spanish Hapsburgs.
Cynical commentators have, indeed, discerned in The Great
Design nothing less, and nothing more, than the skeleton of
such an Dalliance, smeared over with some empty verbiage,